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INTERVIEW

Sustainability of the 
rubber industry, espe-
cially of natural rubber 
which is a vital raw 
material for a host of 
industries, is a matter 
of serious concern for 
all industry stakehold-
ers. The Word Rubber 
Summit 2018, organ-
ised by the Internation-
al Rubber Study Group 
(IRSG), is being held in 
the back drop of this 
important issue. In an 
exclusive interview to 
Rubber Asia, Salvatore 
Pinizzotto, Secretary 
General, IRSG, as-
serts that the rubber 
sector needs a global 
multi-stakeholders plat-
form in which the topic 
of sustainability of nat-
ural rubber is brought 
forward. He hopes that 
WRS 2018 will give a 
relevant contribution 
towards achieving this 
goal. Excerpts:
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Rubber Asia is happy to note 
that the countdown has begun 
for the WRS in Colombo. 

Appreciate if you could tell us about 
IRSG’s expectations of this event.

The World Rubber Summit (WRS) 
is designed as a leading global 
discussion forum where a platform 
is given to both the producers, 
consumers and traders of rubber to 
meet and exchange views on the 
major challenges confronting the 
industry. The conference programme 
is designed to address broader, 
strategic policy-led issues which 
impact the rubber industry and will 
examine how leaders of the global 
rubber industry are adjusting to the 
rapidly changing world economy and 
new global paradigms which will 
inadvertently have an impact on the 
industry.

With thought-provoking Keynote 
topics, targeted panel discussions 
led by industry leaders and experts, 
the Summit aims to provide key 

insights and valuable takeaways on 
the outlook and opportunities in the 
industry’s various market segments.

Please elaborate us on the theme of 
the conference and its relevance?
The World Rubber Summit 2018, 
organised by IRSG and strongly 
supported by the Ministry of 
Plantation Industries, Sri Lanka, 
will have as a theme Breaking 
Barriers towards Sustainable 
Growth. The need of an “open 
willingness” to cooperate and 
collaborate among the rubber 
value chain, enhancing dialogue 
between rubber players and 

organisations, was one of the key 
takeaways of the Summit held in 
2017. 

The aim of this year’s Summit is 
to reinforce the concept that only 
through a positive dialogue among 
the stakeholders in the rubber 
sector it is possible to guarantee 
a sustainable growth for all the 
players in the world rubber market. 
IRSG, as the sole intergovernmental 
organisation open to countries 
and companies involved in the 
production, usage and trade in both 
natural and synthetic rubber, is 
determined to play a leading role to 
make sure that the new generations 
could look at rubber as an exciting 
industry to work for both in the 
upstream and downstream sectors.  

Sustainability of NR industry is 
a major concern of late. How will 
the Colombo WRS help to take 
forward the IRSG’s sustainability 
initiatives?
IRSG has been the first organisation 

highlighting the importance 
of sustainability in the natural 
rubber industry with the launch 
of the Sustainable Natural Rubber 
Initiative (SNR-i). SNR-i has been 
developed under the framework of 
IRSG as voluntary and collaborative 
industry project to ensure that the 
rubber industry can build on its best 
practices and communicate the same 
throughout the natural rubber value 
chain. The rubber sector needs a 
global multi-stakeholders platform 
in which the topic of sustainability 
of natural rubber is brought forward 
and I hope the WRS 2018 will give 
a relevant contribution towards 
achieving this goal.

Please enlighten us about the 
highlights of the WRS programme.
The World Rubber Summit (WRS) is a 
unique and exclusive opportunity for 
the global rubber industry to discuss 
not only the current challenges 
facing the industry but also the 
future opportunities that might 
arise from the disruptive trends that 
are transforming the automotive 
industry and the extensive use of 
innovative solutions to improve 
rubber quality and productivity. 
The programme will touch all the 
aspects related to sustainability and 
market growth bringing together 
views from all the major rubber 
stakeholders -- producers, users, 
traders and financial institutions. 
It will be a fantastic opportunity 
to join more than 200 innovators 
and thought leaders for two days 
of constructive discussion and 
unbeatable networking opportunities. 
It’s the only place to be to maximise 
your potential and thrive in today’s 
rubber’s market.

Perhaps this is for the first time 
WRS is held outside Singapore. 
What are the reasons to choose 
Colombo as the venue?
This is not really the first time that the 
World Rubber Summit is held outside 
Singapore, but it is the first time after 
nine years. I would like to take the 
opportunity to thank the Ministry of 
Plantation Industries, Government 
of Sri Lanka, for inviting IRSG to 
Colombo on this occasion.  The WRS 
2018 will be also a great occasion 
for the whole Sri Lankan rubber 
industry to showcase its strengths 
and to provide insights for investment 
opportunities in the country. 
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